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In the Abstract : 

The Abstract has been amended as follows: 

ABSTRACT 

ThcA piezoelectric/electrostrictive element includes : including a substantially trapezoidal ✓ 
laminate having narrower and wider surfaces lying substantially in parallel to each other and first and 
second surfaces opposed to each other between the narrower and wider surfacesrtfr e. The first and 1/ 
iyB second surfaces being are inclined at given angles to one of the narrower and wider surfacesrsak t. The ✓ 

jk* laminate being made, up of a plurality of includes p iezoelectric/electrostrictive layers and a plurality ✓ 

fU o finterposed internal electrodes each of which is disposed between adjacent two of the ✓ 

»P piezoelec t ric/electrostrictive laycis , the internal electrodes being broken up into a first and a second 

H» group, each of the first group internal electrodes lying over one of the second group internal 

Sis? 

fy electrodes through one of the piezoelectric/electrostrictive layersrt r. A first external electrode is ✓ 

O formed on the first surface of smdthejaminat e, said first external electr o des being and is coupled to ✓ 

the first group internal electrodesrand-a- . A second external electrode informed on the second surface ✓ 
of saidthe laminat e, said second external elec t rodes being andis_coupled to the second group internal ✓ 
electrodes. Since i t is of a substantially Uapczoidal shape which decreases in width from une uf th e 
bo tto m surfaces to the other bottom surface, the angle which the slan t surfaces of both sides mak e 
with t he other bot t om surface is ob t use, thus resulting in an ineiease in streng t h o f a ridge portion (a 
c o mer) defined by the o t her bot t om surfac e and the slant sm faces. When th e other bottom surface of 
the piczoclce t ric/clcc t ros t rictivc element is secur e d on a movable plate (diaphragm) by adhesiv e , a 
recess-shaped (F-groove shaped) gap defined by t he movable plate and t he slan t surfaces uf b o th th e 
sides of the piez o elec t ric/ e lectros t ric t ive elemen t can be fill e d with the adhesive, thereby resulting in a 
further ineiease in fuiee (b o nding s t rength) which secures th e pi e zoclcctiic/clcctrostric t ivc element tu 
the movable plate. The existence of the adhesive in the recess-shaped gap offers the effect uf 
avoiding rem o val of the piczo e l e ctric/clccUostiictivc elemen t from t he movable plat e even if th e 
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stress diisi ng from a difference in thermal e xpansion between the piczoelceliic/clectrosliic t ive clement 
and t he movable plate is piudueed. 
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